
 

 

 
Term Theme 

Pūrākau 
Myths and Legends 

Term Event 
 

Matariki/Hakari 
 
 

School Value 
Manaakitangi/Respect 

Te Ao Māori 
Te reo 

  

 
                                                                                                                                                            Term2 Week3 
 

  
 
Kia ora Families/Whānau 
What an awesome week! We celebrated Sign Language and had El Gregoe to visi. Read all about 

it! 
 

 
The students in Poutama Junior have settled settled in and are 
enjoying student agency. We have also been enjoying learning 
about Maui this week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Our Vision 
Reaching Potential 

Our 3 B’s 
Be Respectful 

                     Be Prepared 
                     Be Awesome 

Our Values We Share 
Respect, Manaakitanga, Integrity, 

Inclusion, Excellence 

 



 

 

 

Sign Language Week: May 8-14th  

 

This week is New Zealand Sign Language Week. Sign Language is one of New Zealand's three official 

languages. Students and staff have been learning heaps by signing the alphabet, different words and 

learning how to finger spell their names. I am thankful my parents named me Ross!  

  



 

 

 
 
                        
  



 

 

 Our Classes 
  
Salford Satellite 

This week we have focused on learning about Tangaroa, exploring what lives in the Sea. Each of the 

students have completed work around this topic, drawing their own ika, completing visual brainstorms and 

decorating ika for our topic wall. We love how hands on we can be within this topic. We have also started 

to look at Ranganui, creating rain drops and visual brainstorms.  

El Gregoe was a highlight for this week! The show was very much enjoyed by the students.  

Charlette has been working hard towards her IEP for greeting one person and has CAP this goal this week. 

Well done Charlette!  

 

 

 
 

Ka kite, the Salford Team 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Donovan Satellite 

Kia Ora Whānau!  

 
Our classroom really enjoyed attending El Gregoe the Magician and 
ventriloquist on Tuesday afternoon. It was neat to sit with the 
whole school and see our friends while we learnt some valuable 
messages from El Gregoe. He talked about some important values 
like being kind and caring, showing respect and empathy to others. 
We learnt alot and liked when his birds came out to be part of the 
show and Seymore the dinosaur.  

Our term topic of Pūākau is going very 
well, and we went to Donovan Library 
to find some books for us to look at 
and read. It has been neat for some 
students to share that they have 
different knowledge about some of the myths we are reading about. We have 
also liked to watch some amazing artists who retell myths and legends 
through sand. Luca thought it was going to be 'boring' when we first watched 
one, and now he was 'amazed'- Ka rawe Luca. 
Many IEP's have been completed this week and both Noah and Jesse have 
started a new one of delivering a person a message. They are both enjoying 
coming up with a message, writing it down and then giving it to the person. 
Well done Noah and Jesse. 

 
 
Keep warm and have a lovely weekend with your loved ones. 

The Donovan Team. 

 
Verdon  

Kia Ora,  

 

This week at Verdon we have been fortunate to use the gymnasium 

twice for ball skills and games. 

We really enjoyed El Gregoe the Magician on Tuesday. It was great 

to catch up with our friends at Ruru and we learnt some important 

values. We have been working on our numeracy workbooks and 

completing math challenges.  

As you will see on See Saw many students completed IEP/ICP’s this 

week. Well done to Francis who completed 2 communication ICP’s 

this week. 

We have been reading Maui and the Sun and Rona and the Moon 

as part of our curriculum focus this week. Enjoy Henrys’ retell 

below. 

Happy 16th Birthday to Allan today. We hope you had a great day 

and have a wonderful time celebrating with your family. 

 

     

Have a great weekend 

The Verdon Team 
 

 

 



 

 

SIT - TEC 

Kia Ora,  

 

This week is Sign Language week. We have been playing some games to help us learn our letters and 

numbers. We are also practising a waiata with sign. We will post this on seesaw on Friday, so watch out for 

our fabulous class.  

Te Amorangi attended a blacksmithing course in the weekend, in Dunedin.  

He gained some fantastic skills and made a poker for the fire.Our pūrākau art is evolving and looking fantastic. 

Some students went to the El Gregoe show, Saphira and Chloe assisted in the show.We had Lara a new 

teacher spend the day with us Wednesday.Mason had his 21st birthday on Wednesday. We had a little 

celebration for him. He was very excited.CAP ICPs this week Kyle - Form Filling 8 pieces information. Chloe - 

Budgeting to $200. Maddy - Needs, wants, likes. Mason – Completing tasks. Shafalia - Reading analogue time 

10 to and making predictions. 

Happy Mother’s Day to all the 

hard working mums out there. 

 

Have an excellent weekend  

SIT Crew 

 

 

 

 

 
Poutama   

Kia ora e te whanau, 

 

The Pasifika Language weeks are coming up and this 

week we kick off with Rotuman Language Week.  

We learnt how to say Noa’ia (hello) and watched 

some clips of the beautiful Rotuman culture and 

learnt a song.   

Some students have done a fantastic job completing 

ICPs/IEP Samuel saying his address, Timothy 

counting in Te Reo 16-20 and Akasia accepting a 

compliment.  Ka Pai koutou! 

We have done some amazing descriptive writing 

about Pūrākau, Maui and the Sun.  Check them out 

below… 

 

Maui’s brothers thought he couldn’t tame the sun, but he did.  The sun was scared and angry. By Akasia 

 

The sun is angry because Maui is forcing him to go slowly across the sky. By Ryder  

 

Tamanui-te-ra is yellow, orange and red.  He is very angry.  Maui and his brothers are taming the sun.  By Tim 

 

The Sun is yellow, red and orange.  He is ANGRY!  By David 

 

 Maui is brave.  He is tormenting the sun!  The sun is scared.  By Samuel 

 

Kia pai te wiki whakamutunga  

Poutama Crew 



 

 

Poutama Hine 

Kia Ora Whānau,  

 

We have had such an awesome 

week, despite the weather turning 

very wintery!  

We have had several highlights 

including PMP movement with 

Barbara, an amazing session around 

body parts with Courtney and of 

course El Gregoe the Magician who 

came to our school on Tuesday!  

Our students keep impressing each 

morning as we move to our IEP/ICP 

room - so much focus from 

everyone! This week Jordan has 

completed phases in the learning 

area Social and Cooperative, and 

Lillith has completed phases in 

Communication. Ka mau te wehi!  

 

Have a fabulous weekend and stay 

warm,  

The Hine Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poutama Hine Rua 

Kia ora e te whānau, 

 

We are working hard in Poutama Hine Rua as usual; Carrie has started 

ICPs and is working on introducing herself and learning routines in the 

class and Nevaeh is doing awesome counting. 

Everybody thoroughly enjoyed El Gregoe the Magician earlier in the 

week, with Jade being our most enthusiastic audience member. 

Everybody sat and watched beautifully and showed their appreciation 

with lots of clapping! 

We have been working on retells and the class all made comics of Te 

Ara a Kiwa and worked together to retell the Māori creation story by 

creating a book – writing and illustrating a page each. 

Swimming has been lots of fun lately with the girls practicing their 

swimming skills and coming up with some really interesting games. 

 

Mums, check school bags for your Mother’s Day treats and have a wonderful weekend everybody, 

Poutama Hine Rua team 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Poutama  Junior  

 

Kia Ora Whānau,  

 

 

We have had a busy week and our students have made good 

progress with IEP/ICP’s.  Students have enjoyed sessions with Amy 

and Attention Autism is certainly a lot of fun.  On Tuesday El 

Gregoe, the Magician came to visit the school.  Maihi sat right up 

front and enjoyed the show. Well done Maihi.  The students have 

enjoyed Student Agency and making choices on which stories to 

listen to.  As part of our term topic we are busy learning about 

how Maui tames the sun.  Look out for our art next week.  The 

students continue to enjoy sessions in the pool, in the gym.  Ross 

had an aweseome Social Skills session with the group on 

Wednesday.   

 

The cold weather has arrived and its time to bundle up and keep 

warm this weekend. 

 

   Poutama Junior  

 

 

 

 

Poutama Rangatahi 

Kia Ora Whānau!  

 

We had a great Art session this week. We finished our Southern Lights Art 

related to the Purakau ‘Tama Rêreti’.  The students had a great session in 

the pool on Monday and Thursday.  They have been working hard on their 

ICPs this week. Some of the CAP ICPs this week are Brody has CAP his 

‘STOP’ and ‘GO’ Social Sight words. Reegan has CAP his uploading a picture 

to seesaw independently. Jakob has CAP his listening to a speaker for 1 

minute and 30 seconds ICP. Jonah and Andre have started their IEPs and 

have been doing an excellent job on these. The boys did an excellent job 

naming body parts in our first sexuality session of the term. We are 

looking forward to ILT swimming lessons later in the term. 

 

Have a lovely weekend  

The Poutama Rangatahi Team.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Te Matatini 

Kia Ora Whānau, 

 

A terrific week 3 for everyone in Te Matatini.  On Monday we started planning our 3-D sculpture of the 

under-water Marae from our Story we are reading. On Tuesday we made Darcy’s award-winning ham and 

cheese scones. That same afternoon we attended the Magic Show.  We particularly enjoyed the human 

ventriloquist mask.  All the birds were fascinating and colourful. Dominic CAP 2 ICP’s one for using his 

device to THANK YOU. The other one was for communicating Goodbye.  Bradley also CAP an ICP for staying 

on task for 5 minutes.  With the cooler weather coming the staff are putting some games together to help 

everyone enjoy break time indoors.  We are very proud of Neo who is choosing to join the whole class for 

news board. 

 

Have a great weekend! 

The Te Matatini Team 

 

 

 

 

Te Matatini Tahi 

Kia Ora Whānau, 

We have had another busy week in Te Matatini Tahi! On 

Tuesday the whole school had a visit from El Gregoe the 

Magician who came to school to talk to us about some 

important values and show off his amazing magic tricks 

while he was here. The students did a great job staying 

at the show for almost an hour! Ka pai Te Matatini Tahi! 

 

All the students have been working on their IEP goals 

again throughout the week, each student is doing a 

fantastic job of trying their best to complete their goals. 

Well done to Kylen who has just completed his goal of 

staying on task for 2 minutes and 20 seconds.  

 

During food technology this week we made a pizza and 

homemade chips as a class. The students all took turns 

to help, and we practiced lots of different skills involved 

with cooking such as peeling, cutting, spreading and 

grating. Ka pai Te Matatini Tahi tamariki!  

 

Have a lovely weekend 

The Te Matatini Tahi Team 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Te Matatini Rua 

Kia Ora Whānau, 

 

In Te Matatini Rua it has been a busy week as we settle into our new class and routines. We had a great 

time making sandwiches for Food Tech. It took a lot of concentration to get the sandwiches how we 

wanted them, but we worked hard to spread them and then we got to enjoy eating the sandwiches. 

Well done to Kyrie who is working hard on his IEP, asking for objects to be opened using his AAC device, ka 

pai kyrie! 

 

Have a wonderful warm weekend 

The Te Matatini Rua Team 

 

Te Matatini Toru  

Kia Ora Whānau, 

 

This week we have been reading the pūrākau about Ranginui and Papatuanuku.  We learnt how Tane 

pushed his parents apart to create more light.  We have been learning about the different Māori Gods and 

their roles.   

We have been writing sentences using visuals too.  Congratulation to Mason for capping his iPad IEP.  He 

has learnt how to push the home button to close his apps.  Ka pai Mason. 

 

We also did some lovely art for our mothers.   

 

 

 

Te Matatini Toru Team 

 
 
 



 

 

Speech Language Therapy 

Kia ora, 

 

Another amazing week of Speech Language Therapy! Students are doing well in Attention Autism sessions 

communicating beautifully throughout requesting items or commenting on what we are doing. This week 

we focused on making colour choices it was great to see how well everyone could look at what colours 

were available to choose and select one on their talker. We have had quite a few students working on 

specific goals in one-to-one sessions and it has been lovely seeing them achieve in a variety of areas. Ka pai 

everyone! 

 

Courtney Mottram, Amy Jacobson, Ross Harland 

Speech Language Therapists 

 

 

Occupational Therapy 

 

Kia Ora everyone!  

 

This week we have had an awesome week trying out lots of new sensory equipment in the swimming pool. 

Bubbles, under water lights, floaty vests and the shark sprinkler have been such a hit with many of the 

students. 

Students are working towards their personal cares goals and have been doing amazing especially with 

teeth brushing and toileting! Ka mau te wehi team! So awesome! 

Have a great weekend everybody! 

 

Jo O’Neill         

Occupational Therapist 

 

Physiotherapy 

Kia ora!  

The days are getting shorter and the weather is becoming a little colder.  Exercise in any form is important, 

even if it is spread out during the day.  At school we will continue with the PMP (perceptual motor 

program), swimming and individual exercises for students that have them.  Keep up the good work and 

after sitting for 30 minutes, have a shake break! See https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zl5QodAFuVk.   

 

Have a fantastic weekend. 

 

Antoinette Lal  Barbara Winwood       

Physiotherapist  Physiotherapy Assistant 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Events coming up:  

➢ Mother’s Day - 14th May 2023 
➢ Whānau Haurā Meeting Monday 22 May, 10:30-12 noon. 
➢ ILT Kidzone – 10th July 9:30am 
➢ Road Works Disruptions Information – see below. 

 

Have an AWESOME weekend. 
Ngā Mihi Nui.        
 

 
 
Erin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
to 

Mason, Allan, Shafalia  who celebrated a birthday this       
                                                   week.   
         We wish you a wonderful day celebrating with      
                                        family and friends. 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


